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The  W  R  E  C  K. 


GOOD  news !  Good  news !  neighbour,” 
faid  Richard  Sparkes,  the  chandler, 
as  he  entered  a  íhop  where  John  Trueman, 
an  honeíl  tay!or,  was  at  work,  “  The 
'  veíTel  which  has  been  thefe  three  liours 
-  Bghting  with  the  furge  and  winds  for 
the  harboirr,  has  at  laft  bulged.  It  is  a 
trader  from  Amftérdam  they  fay,  and 
faith  two  thumping  caíks  were  floating 
before  I  leít  the  beach ;  rare  fport,  maf- 
ter  Trueman,  rare  fport,  let  me  tell  you 

a  good  bluftering  wind  <n#d  a  high  furf 

is 
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S?”is  no  bad  thing  for  a  ■fea-port.’’  Ho- 
’  neft  Trueman,  who  had  not  been  long  an 
inhabitant  of  the  place,  and  was  quite 
uíiacquainted  with  this  language,  which, 
to  the  difgrace  of  humanity,  is  too  otten 
ufed  by  the  unfeeling  on  fuch  occaíions 
in  fea-”port  towns,  fufpended  his  work, 
and  liftened  to  this  harrangue  with  too 
much  furprize  to  interrupt  it ;  at  length, 
faid  he,  “  do  you  call  this ^rare,  fport  > 
do  you  call  this  good  news  ?” 

Sparkes.  To  be  fure  L  do,  I  mean  to 
be  out  all  night,  the  tide  will  i^eturn  tn 
about  three  hours,  and  I  warrant  it  will 
bring  us  fomethlng  worth  looking  after. 

But  mayhap,  as  you  are  a  new  comer, 
Mafter  Trueman,  you  do  not  know  tbe  go 
at  thefe  feafons,,  fo  I  will  tell  you.  You 
muft  know  then  when  a  veífel  ftrikes,  it 
is  catch  as.  catch  can  for  her  lading,  one 
has  as  good  a  right  as  another,  and  he  is 
the  luckieft  who  can  get  moft.  We  cali  it 
goiitg  a  <wrecking,  and  let  me  tell  you,  it 
is  no  bad  buímeís.  There  is  my  neigh- 
bour  Perkins  the  Pilot,  got  the  lord 
knows  what  by  the'  fmuggling  cutter  that 
was  wrecked  about  three  leagues  from 
hence  two  months  ago,  ay,  caík  upon  caík,  * 
of  the  beft  French  brandy  and  tea,  and 
I  cannot  tell  you  what  he  g°í>  but  heí 
hss  held  his  head  pretty  high'  ever  finee. 
FW,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  íhe 

ftruck 
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l1ruck  upon  a  fiioal  of  rock  where  the 
cuflom-houíe  officers  would  not  venture, 
íb  Perkins  and  a  few  more  knowing  ones, 
had  it  all  to  themfelves:  as  I  told  you 
before,  mafter  Trueman,  this  going  a 
•wrecking  is  no  bad  buíinefs,  fo  look  about 
you. 

'lrueman.  No  bad  bufinefs,  neighbour  í 
do  you  call  it  no  bad  bufínefs  to  rob  and 
plunder  your  felíow  creatures,  at  a  mo- 
ment  too  when  their  difírefs  entitles  them 
to  your  compaífíon  and  affifíance  ?  Fie, 
fie,  neighbour,  1  thought  you  had  been  a 
man  of  better  principles  and  more  hu- 
manity. 

Sparkes .  Humanity  !  odds  my  life, 
neighbour,  there’s  not  a  more  tender- 
hearted  fellow  alive,  many  is  the  life 
my  boat,  when  I  was  in  the  fifhing  trade 
has  íaved,  from  piure  good  wiil;  but 
as  to  the  matter  of  th e  wrecking,  every 
man  mufí  take  care  of  his  own  intereft ; 
charity  you  know,'mafter  Trueman,  íhould 
begin  at  home. 

Iruenian.  Our  own  intéreft,  neighbour, 
íhould  not  make  us  réjoice  m  the  misfor- 
tunes  of  our  fellow-creatures  ;  that  you 
know  is  contrary  to  all  the  laws  that  God 
direéis. 

Sparkes.  I  rejoice  in  their  misfortunes  ] 
blefs  your  life,  I  crwe  them  no  more  IH- 
"wili  than  the  babe  unborn.  It  was  no  fault 

-  oí 


(  5  ) 

oí  mine  th nt  the  ve.ííe!  bulged  you  know, 
or  that  the  maíter  and  the  cibin  boy  vvere 
drowned ;  it  is  all  the  chance  ot  war, 
maíter  Trueman;  one  veíTel  is  the  fame 
to  me  as  another,  provided  it  is  well  laden. 

I  owe  no  one  any  ill  vvill,  take  my  word 
for  it ;  no,  no,  I  hope  1  may  go  a  vvreck-  . 
ing  and  be  a  very  good  chrilíian. 

Trueman.  Neighbour  Sparkes,  you  cer- 
tain!y  do  not  give  yourfeIf  time  to  confider 
this  matter  'r  you  |alk  of  bearing  your 
fellow  creatures  no*  ill-will ;  now  .1  vvill 
onIy  aík.you  one  pluin  queftion,  which 
will  determine  the  point  ;  can  you  from 
your  heart  fay  that  yOu  vviíhed  the  veífel 
now  wrecked  on  the  coaít,  to  haye.  come , 
fafe  into  port  ?  - 

Sparkes.  Safe  into  >port  vvhv — truly" 
neighbour,  now  you  are  moralizing,  yoU 
put  luch  odd  queiiions  to  one — fate  into 
port  ? — vVhy  you  know  my  wiíhing  one 
way  or  the  other  would  not  have  made 
any  difíerence.  The  veflel  would  have 
ftruck  juít  the  fame,  whether  I  wifhed  it 
or  nou 

Trueman.  Ah !  neighbour,  neighbour, 
you  are  afraid  of  aíking  youf  felf  the  quef- 
tion ;  take  my  word  for  it,  you  cannot 
obey  the  will  of  your  Maker,  who  com- 
mands  us  to  love  our  neighbours  as 
ourfeives,  whi!eyoucan  view  the  diflrefs, 
of  any  fellow  creature  to  take  advantage 
of  it. 


Sparhest 
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Sp*rkes.  Look  ye,  neighbour,  you  are 
a  rdigious  man,  and  may  thmk  ir  ali  for 
fhe  better  to  lookdeep  intp  thefe  matterg; 
for  my  part  I  am  a  plain  rrtan,  and  do  not 
think  it  necefi'ary  to  have  religion  a!ways 
in  one’s  head ;  I  believe  I  am  as  honeft  as 
mofi  of  my  neighbours,  ana  that  isenough 
ior  me.  As  to  ioving  m.y  neighbour,  I  am 
always  readv  to  do  a  good  turn  to  any  one 
when  it  falís  in  my  w'ay,  and  does  ntíf 
hurt  my  own  interefi,  and  I  am  fure  you 
rnufi  fee  I  go  to  church  en  a  Sunday. 

‘Trueman.  As  to  having  religion  alwavs 
in  one’s  head,  neighbour,  I  think  the  iaV 
of  God  fhouid  be  pfeíent  to  the  remem* 
brance  of  us  all,  or  how  otherwife  can  we 
regulate  our  Jives  by  it,  vvhich  is  the  fole 
end  of  religion ;  for  all  our  profefiions 
will  avail  nothing,  if  our  atfiions  do  not 
íhew  they  are  fincere.  Now  neighbour 
Sparkes,  this  being  clearly  proved  in  the 
Scripture,  it  mufi  behove  you  to  examine 
whether  your  condudt  with  refpedf  to  ihis 
wrccking  buíinefs,  be  conformable  to  the  lavv 
of  God  and  Chrifi,  and  not  to  deceive  your- 
felf  by  fuppoíing  you  owe  no  ill  wiil  to 
thofe  you  are  going  to  injure;  for  vvhat 
is  it,  as  the  Scripture  fays,  if  a  man  gain 
the  whole  world  and  loofe  his  own  íoul  ? 
Now,  fuppofe  my  houfe  was  on  fire,  and 
inftead  of  giving  me  what  aífiftance  Iay  in 
your  power,  you  took  advantage  of  my 

diílrefs 
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diftrefs  to  rob  me  of  my.  goods,  could.it  • 
he  faid  you  owéd  me  no  ill  will,  and-. 
that  you  aíied  .towards  me  Uke  a  good 

nC's>rtor'  Pthaw !  that  is  quiteanothei 

It  is  exa<ftly  the  fame  cafe  t . 
V()U  may  indeed  think  jt  dtfTers,  becaufe 
Lu  will  perhaps  fay  I  am  :your  acquam- 
tance  and.neighbou.t„  meanpg  .thaU  live  . 
in  the  fame  ftreet,  but  there  is  no  diíhnftion 
of  this  fort  in  the  fcriptures,  by  our  < 
neiehbour,  is  there  meant  not  merelv  thole 
who  live  near  or  are  perfonally.  known  to 
us  but  the_  whole  world,  rich  and  poor, « 
whom  we  are  commanded  to  love  and  ren- 
der  kindnef§  to.  Mow,  Sparkes,  you  can- 
not  but  know  you  go  contrary  to  thts  Iaw,  „ 
when  you  can  feel  pleafure from  what 
motive  foever,  - in  the.  diftrefs  of  any  hu- 
man  being/  However,  I  íhall  fay  no 
more  on  this  point ;  but.it  is  my  duty 
neighbour,  as  we  are  upon  the  fubjea,  to 
remiod  you  that  the  eighth  commandment 
forbids  us  to  Jleal. 

Sparhes.  Come,  Come,  neighbour,  that  s 
being  rather  too  free  ;  are  you  gomg  to 
make  it  out  that  1  am  a  thief?  lt  ts  the 
firft  time  I  atiure  you,  Richard  SparRes 

was  ever  called  fo.  _  . 

’  Trueman.  Heaven  forbid  I  íhould  call 

you  ío  wrongtuIIy  neighbóur;  let  me  afk 
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,vou  wiilouí  ofíence,  what  right  vouhave 

£  f-W  ,h*  ]adi»g  óf  the  veiTel  that  is 
inattered  on  the  rocks  ? 

Sftrh,:  Right  I  why,  as  much  as  aov 
ot  my  neighbours  to  be  fure.  ' '  J 

Trueman.  1  hat  ma y  be,  but  rt  does 
not  prove  th'at  you  have  any  right  at 

Sfarkes.  W  hy  you  make  one  mad  to 
hear  you,  Irueman  ;  if  I  do  not  have  the 
goods,  the  fea  or  another  wilí,  and  what 
the  better  wiil  the  owners  be  for  that  think 
)ou.  You  know  it  is  a  cuhom,  that  has 
been  of  long  handmg  in  fea  ports  ;  1  have 
heard  my  grandfather  talk  of  goiftjr  a 
wrechng,  and  if,  as  you  would  have  one 
ÍXíheve,  it  is  a  bad  cuílom,  it  is  fo  old  thaf 

where01  WOnh  aI,crin**,l‘*t-  the  fame  every 

Trueman  Harkee,  neighbour  Spafkes, 
if  you  hved  in  a  town  fuli  of  highwavmen 
and  pick>pockets,  would  jou  think  it 

nght  or  advifeable  to  follow  the  fame 
trade  ? 

.  Sp*?***>  All )  our  argufyíng,  neighbour, 
is  quite  clean  írom  the  purpofe ;  now  I 
iuppofe  you  will  by-and-by  make  it  out  that 
we  are  a  whole  town  full  of  thieves,  and 
the  onIy  honeil  man  among 

Trueman , 
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Trueman.  I  hope  there  are  many  hon%ft 
naen  here  as  well  as  elfewhere,  but  I  can 
uecer  call  that  perfon  honeft,  who  on  an y 
pretence  whatfoever,  takes  poíTeffion  of 
what  lawfolly  belongs  to  another.  Butv 
you  have  not  anfwered  my  queftion  neigh*’ 
bour,  I  fay,  Ihould  vou,  if  you  lived  among 
highwaymen  and  thieves,  think  it  neceflary 
to  follow  the  fame  trade  ? 

Sparhes ,  ffhaw,  neighbourvdo  youthink 
I  have  not  moreregard  for  jny  charaéler?  5 
Trueman.  I  fhould  rather,  neighbour, 
have  heard  you  fay  to  the  commands  of  v*  ■- 
your  Maker;  however,  as  you  talk  of  cha* 
racter,  beHeve  me  Sparkes,  yóur  chara<5ler  - 
will  equa!Iy  fufter  in  the  optnion  of  alL 
honeft  men,  from  the  depredations  you  >  , 
make  on  thefe  moiirnful  occafions,  as  if 
you  were  one  of  a  gang  of  houfe  breakers, 
for  you  know  what  you  do  is  comrary  to  , 
the  laWs ;  if  you  did  not  jfind  means  to  .  - 
elude  them,  you  would  have  aU  that  you 
take  fo  unjuftly  feized,  and  for  ought  I-  .. 
know  be  Tiable  to  a  fine, 

Sparkes.  Well,  wetl,  fo  much  more  is  the 
pity,  that  is  my  bufinefsí  1  wili  |e!l  you- 
what  Trueman,  you  miy  preach  as  long  as  „■ 
you‘  pIeáfe,  i  do  not  pretend  to  be;hctter, 
than  my  grandfather,  and  as  I  told.  yoii  . 
wrcck  'ing  was  in  fafhion  in'liis  days,  aud  , 
good  old  father  before  him.  » 

'  '  $htew0i*£Vm  ■ 

v.  ?  \  -Cx  y 

•  ■  S; 
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'Trueman »  We  are  told  m  Scripture  that 
thf  world  was  alwavs  wicked,  more  js  the 
pky  neighbour :  but  we  read  there  were 
iome  good  people  among  the  bad,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  there  were  in  yqur  grand* 
father’s  days  thofe  who  had  too  much  ref- 
pedt  for  the  law  of  God,  and  too  much 
love  for  their  fellow  creatures,  to  add  bit- 
ternefs  to  their  diftrefs  by  íaking  part  in  fo  - 
iniquitous  a  cufiom  as  going  a  (wrecking. 
Oh !  neighbour,  how  fhould  we  feeljuíl 
efcaped  from  the  fury  of  a  tempeftuous  fea, 
to  find  burfelves  plundered  by  thofe  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  proteéf  us.  . 

Sparkes>  Well,  mafler  Trueman,  this 
has  been  a  pretty  long  fermon,  and  l  muft 
needs  fay  fome  thirigs  in  it  have  not  been 
over  civil,  but  3S  I  know  you  meant  it  ali 
in  good  part,  1  fhall  takeit  fo,  fo  your  fer- 
vanr.  Óne  m3n  has  one  wav  ot  thinking, 
another  has  another  ;  you  think  wrecking 
acrying  íin,  and  1  think  it  lawful  to  open 
my  door  whénever  fortune  knocks  at  it.. 
So  your  fervant  mafler  Trueman.  Saying 
this,  Sparkes  turned  on  his  heel  and  went 
eutoi  the  fhop,  much  nettled  at  the  truths 
honeft  Ts  ueman  had  addreífed  to  him, 
though  he  pretended  tocaí:  it  off  ;  indeed, 
indeed,  íorry  am  I  to  fay  that  Trueman’s 
leélure  máde  lb  little  impreííion  on  him, 
that  he  vvent  ílraight  to  the  beach  to  fee 
whether  there  was  a  poíTibility  ofbraving 
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the  fury  of  the  ocean  to  get  pofleflion  of  anyjt 
of  the  iidihg  which  the  violenceof  the  íeá 
haJ  torced  from  the  w’rech,  but  feeing,  to 
fpeak  in  his  own  words,  thatnothing  was 
to  he  done  at  prefent,  he  returned  home  tp 
wait  till  a  calmer  fea  íhotild  favour  his 
unjuft  defigti. 

Trueman  alfo  foon  áfter  walkedto  the 
beach  to  take  a  view  of  the  vyreck,  but  the 
reader  will  readily  believe  that  ít  gave  rife 
to  very  difíérent  refledhons  in  his.mind  ;  the 
firit  émotion  of  hisheart  wasgratitude.to  the 
Supreme  Being  who  had  permitted  the  lives 
of  three’out  offiveofthe  crew  to  be  pro- . 
ferved  ;  his  thoughts  then  naturally  turned  =  . 
upon  his  omnipótence  :  “  Who,”  faid  he, 

“  can  refift  the  power  of  the  Almighty  ?  r* 
What  is  man,  or  the  moft  pérfed  of  his 
works  before  theGod  of  nature  1  this  poor  > 
veífel,  which  is  toífed  here  and  there;  ftrip- 
ped  of  its  maft  and  rigging,and  all  its  ftrong  j 
nolds  broken  up,  was  foriped  \vith  all  the  : 
art  man  could  deviíé,  it  wa9  lecured  oti 
every  fide,  and  the  owners^  no  doub?,'. 
thought  it  wóuld  make  a  fafe  voyage  ;  but 
what  ís  it  when  the  the  Lord  caufeth  the 
fea  to  rife  and  the  elements  tó  contend  : 
whát  is  the  lif«  of  manwhentÉeLord  píeafctli 
to  demand  it?  Poor  miferáble  ftiort  fighted  . 
mortals  that  we  are  !  íhouleTwe  not,  as  tbe 
Pialmift  fays*  thinkupon  the  Lord  always’ ,  ’ 
when  we  are  liable  étery  mpment  tú  be  - 

ca  lcd  z 
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called-into  his  prefence  to  ánfwer  for  eadi 
mifpexit  hour.” 

From  thefe  pious  refle&ions,  Trueman 
began  to  think  on  the  owner  of  the  veflél ; 
“  what  an  expence,”  faid  he,  **  muft  it  have 
been  to  fit  out  this  veflfel,  what  a  lofs  it  wjll 
be  to  the  ownér,  it  may  be  it  is  his  all,  and 
may  plunge  anumerous  family  in  ruin; 
if  he  is  a  rich  man,  how  many  poor  fami- 
Iiesmay  it  abridge  of  a  meal,  and  how  ma- 
ny  a  mechanic  of  a  day’s  work,  for  the  jux- 
uries  and  chajrities  of  the  rich  help  to  fup- 
port  the  poor/  What  a  íhattered  condition,” 
íaidhe,  “  is  thehu!k  in !  the  fea-will  have 
aJI,  but  what  fuch  unprincipled  men  as  my 
neighbour  Sparkes  fave  from  it.”  This 
thought  gave  rife  to  another,  which,  as  fóon 
as  hc  got  home  he  communicáted  tohis  fons 
Thomas  and.John  in  thefe  words.  “  My 
good  boys  you  are  not  now  to  learn  fhat  it 
is  your  duty  to  do  uiito  all  men  as  you  woutd 
tley  Jbould  do  unto  you  ;  I  have  from  your 
infancy  endeavoured  to  imprefs  this  tru.th 
on  your  minds,  and  1  truft  I  have  not  failedi 
it  is  a  rule  the  more  valuable  as  it  can  be  _ 
'Underflood  b\  every  one,  and  itsapplicatioti . 
is  fo  genei  al  tbat  there  isfcarcely  any|circum- 
ftance  in  whicli  it  may  not  be  recurred  to 
with  advantage;  every  one  can  tell  hovv  he 
would  Jike  othersto  deal  withhim,  and  by 
the  fame  rule,  how  he  óught  to  deal  with 
others.  Let  us  then  apply  this  rule  to.thev 

.  cafe 
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cafenow  before  us.  I  w'fll  juft  ftate  it  an4 
-  leave  you  to  make  the  application.  A  vél- 
fel  has  been  wrecked  off  :his  coaft,  the  hu1k 
is  broken  up  by  the  violence  of  the  fea, 
the  cargo  muft  therefore  neceffarily  be  loft  ; 
much  might  no  doubt  be  taken  up  when  the 
fea  is  calm,  and  the  tide,  which  is  now  go- 
ing  outV  returns.  But  the  Captain  who 
had  the  care  of  the^veflel  ís  unfortunately 
loft,  and  the  owners  are  many  miles  ofT; 
before,  therefore,  the  fad  news  reaches 
tbem,  their  property  will  probably  be  dívi- 
ded  ampng  a  fet  of  people  who  prefer  their 
own  worldlv  intereft  to  the  iaw  of  God. 
Now  my  láds,  were  we  the  owners  of  the 
vpflel,  fhould  we  not  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
wiíh  that  fome  kind  hand  was  ftretched 
forth  to  fave,  if  not  the  who!e,~at  leaft  a 
partof  ourpropertv?  “  Certain!y  father,** 
faid  the  íads,  “  we  lhould  be  thankfu’«  to 
any  one  who  would  fave  ever  fuch  a  fmall 
part  ofit.”  “  Then,”  faid  the  father,  “  we 
can  be  atno lofs  to  know  how  to  aéf  ;  go 
you,  therefore,  Thomas  to  your  uncle  God- 
frey,  and  beg  the  loan  of  his  boat,  which  I 
know  he  will  n»t  refufe,  and  when  the  turf" 
fubfides,  and  the  fea  returns,  we  too,  as  it 
is  the  cuftóm  of  this  place,  will  go  a  <wreck - 

The'two  lads  were  delighted  with  the 
thought,  and  Thomas,  as  it  was  nowduík,  r 
ieft  his  work  and  went  to  borrow  ins  un- 

cles’s 
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cles’s  boat,  which  as  Trueman'  foretold, 
was  as  readi!y  l<ent ;  about  three  hoursaf- 
ter,  the  íeabeing  perfeóllv  calm,  Trueman 
and  nis  two  fons  put  to  fea  purfuant  to  their 
honeíl  and  humane  deíign,  with  as  much 
alacrity,  and'as  earneíl  adefireof  fuccefs, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  voyage  made  exprefsly 
with  a  view  to  their  ovvn  intereft  :  they 
fooii  took  up  feveral  caíks  of  brandy  and 
fome  chefts  contaÍHÍng  fome  very  valuable 
artides,  which  tbey  got  fafe  on  íhore,  and, 
depotited  in  a  bain  belonging  to  a  gentle- 
man  for  whom  Trueman  worked,  and  of 
which  he  had  the  key.  There  could  not  be 
a  pieafanter  fighi  than  thefe  honeft  Jads 
and  their  father  exerting  their  ftrength  to 
convey  the  treafures  they  had  preíerved  to 
a  place  offafety,  and  returning,  wi’h  all  the 
aiacrity  of  difinterefted  friendíhip,  to  the 
fame  labour  of  love.  VVhiíe  they  were  en- 
gaged  in  this  work,  many  ill-natured  re- 
fledions  were  caft  upon  Trueman,  by  thofe 
who  being  aduated  only  from  felfiíh  prin- 
ciples  themfelves,  could  form  no  idea  of 
the  ads  of  charity  and*kindneís  which  the 
love  of  God  can  bring  forth  in  the  heart 
that  is  tru!y  devoted  to  him.  Some  faid 
he  did'what  he  did  in  the  hope  ot  geiting 
a  great  reward  of  the  owners  bf  the  veífel, 
and  others  íhat  his  fole  vk-w  was  tu  curry 
favour  with  tne  gentltman  in  wt»oíe  barn 
tíre  things  were  íecured ;  hut  honeft  l  rue- 

man 
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rnan  did  not  fuflfer  thefe  malicious  infinúa- 
tions  to  interruptliim  in  the  courfe  of  what 
he  thought  his  duty.  “  ftever  be  caft  down, 
my  lads,w  faid  he  tohis  fons,  '*  our.neigh- 
bours  may  miftake  uur  motives,  for  men 
can  onlv  judge  by  the  outward  appearance, 
but  God  iooketh  on  theheart,  wehave  on- 
ly  therefore,  to  fee  that  all  is  right  there, 
the  reft  is  of  little  confequence.”  As  he 
was  returning  laden  from  the  beach,  he  was 
met  by  Sparkes,  who  íeeing  him  laden, 
concluded,  nótwithftanding  his  fcruples, 
that  he  had  been  a  wrecking  upon  the  fame 
plan  as  he  had,  and  accordingly  addreífed 
hirn  witb,  “  Ah,  ah,  my  pious  neighbour, 

I  thought  you  woufd  not  find  wrecktng 
fo  bad  a  bufmefs  as  you  would  have 
fain  inade  me  believe  :  what,  1  fuppofe  vou 
chofe  to  have  it  ali  your  own  way,  eh  ?  my 
old  boy.  No  íharers  of  the  fpoil  ?”  i  rue- 
man  aéted!  from  motives  too  pure  to  make 
>.  a  boaft  of  what  he  had  done ;  l>e  contented 
himfelf,  therefore,  with  fmaply  replvtng, 
that  theend  would  íhew  all  things,  and  con- 
tinued  his  way  to  the  barn,  where  he  depo» 
fited  his  burden  with  the  reft.v  He  then  re- 
turned  home,  e,njoying  all  thofe  gratetul 
refletfions  that  ieveFfail  to  attend  the  per- 
formanceof  a  good  atftion.  “  What  we  have 
faved,  my  lads,”  faid  he,  “  is  but  little  to 

the  creat-  lofs  the  owners  of  the  veíiel  wif 
5  -  fuftain* 
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fuftain,  but  that  littleis  better  faved  tlian 
lof>,  and  1  am  perfuaded  we  fliail  al!  ílaep 
thebetter  for  improving  the  opportunity 
affbrded  us  of  íhewing  our  love  to  our  neigh* 
bour.” 

']  he  news  of  the  wreck  having  reached 
the  next  town,  which  was  íi)me  miles  OjfF, 
proper  officers  were,  by  day  light  the  fol- 
lowing  morning,  fent  to  fecure  the  pro* 
pertv  of  the  fuíferers,  but  fuch  large  depre- 
dations  had  been  madé  on  it,  to  the  fhime 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  that  lirtle 
but  the  hulkof  the  velfeí  remained.  except 
what  had  been  faved  by  honeíl  Trueman, 
who  immediately  upon  the  arrival  ot  the 
officers  fent  his  fon  fhomas  to  deliver  up 
the  key  of  the  barn,  in  the  mean  time,  titofe 
who  had  attended  the  wreck  u  jon  lefs  ho- 
neft  purpofes,  were  bufily  emnloyed  incon- 
triving  means  to  conceal  "their  ill  go-tea 
treafures,  as  they  well  knew  they-were  iia- 
ble  to  the  fearch  of  the  í  ’fficers.  As  to 
Trueman  he  faw  them  the  next  mornmg 
at  his  door  without  the  leaft  emotion,  but- 
he  could  not  help  being  a  little  furprized, 
when  he  underftood  that  an  information  had 
been  laid  againft  him  for  detaintng  fome 
caíks  of  brandy.  To  this,  Trueman,  con- 
fcious  of  his  innocence,  replied,  thar  all 
his  little  premifcs  wereopen  to  rheir  inipec- 
tion,  but  what  was  his  aftonilhment  to  fee 
them  ruíh  into  the  yard  and  brmg  from  a 
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líttle  fhed,  that  was  feldom  opened,  a  cafk 
with  the  name  of  the  owner  or  the  wrecked 
vefTel  on  it.  The  officers  inflantly  feized 
it,  and  poor  Trueman,  ftruck  dumb  with4 
aftonifhment,  was  fome  minutes  before  he 
could  átteft  hi$  innocence,  and  declare  his 
total  ignórance  how  the  cafk  came  there,  all 
he  faid  was  however  to  no  purpofe,  the  of- 
ficers  tréated  it'ás  a  falfehood  to  excufe  all 
hedid  as  a  diíhonéfty,  and  Iaughed  at  the 
improbable  tále,  they  faid,  he  had  framed 
fq  expeditioufly.  Tortunately  at  this  mo- 
ment  Thomas,  who  had  been  to  take  home 
fome  work  to  a  cuftomer,  returned,  and  was 
immediately  recognized  by  the  qfficer,  for 
the  lad  tbat  had  dfcliveréd  t©  him  the  key 
of  the  barnwher.e  the  property  faved  from 
the  wreck  was  depoíited.  Upon  inquiry, 
he  underftood  that  the  pnefervation  had 
been  offééfed  by  the  honeft  labours  pf  True- 
man  arid  his  fons/  and  he  could  no  long?r; 
doubt  the  innocencé  of  a  man,  who  had  fo 
ftriélly  fignalized  his  honefty ;  he  praifed 
their  integrity,  and  aflured  Trueman,  he 
íhould  not  fail  to  reprefent  his  conduéf  to 
the  gentieman  who  was  owner  of  the  veflél, 
and  who  could  not  but  raake  him  a  hand- 
fome  prefent  for  fo  genérouíly  faving  him 
property  to  fo  large  an  amount.  Trueman 
thanúed  the  officer,  but  faid  what  he  had 
done  was  frora  no  view  of  that  fort,  that 
with  the  afliftance  of  his  two  bovs  he  tnana- 
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ged  to  maintain  his  famiíy  very  weH,  an4, 
ihat  he  had  no  ambition  to  be  richer  or  gregt-  ‘ 
er  than  he  was.  The  officers  now  íeft  the 
houfe,  fhaking  hands  with  rrueman,  an,d 
calling  him  an  honefl:  hearty  fellow.:  but 
though  Trueman  .had  every  reafqn.tQy.be- 
lieve  that  they  were  fatisfied  refpeíiing  the 
caík  that  had  been  feized  op  ,his  premifes, 
he  was  by  no  means  fat isfied  ,hi m feJf;  he 
could  not  conceive  by  what  means  it  had 
come  there,  whether  through  malice  or.ac- 
cident,  but  was  confcious  appearances  were' 
fo  ftrong  againft  him,  »hat  doubts  of  his  Ho* 
nefty.  might  remam  in  their.minds,  and  • 
though,  wiien  cpmpared  with  the  favour 
of  God,  he  held  the  opinion  of  men  in  the 
utmoft  contempt,  he  could  not  but  feel  that 
defire  every  honeft  man  muft  feel  of  clear- 
ing  his  charader  from  an  unjuft  afperíion : 
this  gave  him  fome  uneaíinefs,  but  as  he 
found  Ít  impoífible  to  difcover  who  had  con- 
veyed  the  caík  on  his  premifes,  he  fubmit- 
ted  with  that  quiet  refignation  for  which 
he  was  at  all  timés  remarkable,  and  return- 
éd  to  his  wpi  k  with.  his  ufual  chearful.ne(sr. 
Innocence  wil!,  however,  fooner  or  later  be 
nrade  mamfeft,  and  guilt  covered  with  the 
fhame  ever  its  attendant.  .  Richard  Sparkes 
and  three  others,  as  unpnncipled  as  him- 
felf,  had  hired  a  .bpat,  and  agreed,  to  go 
ffi-ares  in  wiiat  they  fhould  pfck  up;  to  ufc. 
bis  own  phraíe,  “  they  had  not  had  ill  luck,” 

but 
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t>ut  in  the  diviíion  fo  high  'a  difpute  hád  a- 
rifen,  that  one  of  the  party,  who  thought 
himfelf  aggrieved,  refolved  to  be  revenged, 
and  aélually  laid  an  information  with  the 
officers ;  among  other  things,  it  appeared» 
that  Sparkes  in  their  way  home  had  got 
over  Trueman’s  garden  wall  and  conveyed 
into  his  fhed  a  cafk  of  brandy,  and  ihen. 
laid  an  information  out  of  pure  fpite,  bc- 
caufe,  he  fajd,  hepretended  to  be  better  than 
hís  neighboyrs.  Sparkes*s  houfe  was  in** 
ítántly  fearched,  and  as  he  had  no  notice  of 
the  officers’  coming,  all  the  property  he  had 
fo  unjufíly  pofíeffed  himfelt  of,  was  féized, 
and  himfelf  fent  to  prifon,  on  account  of 
the  falfe  informatiori  he  had  laid  againíl 
Truemán.  ' 

Trueman’s  innocence  was  by  tbefe  means- 
proved.  Two  months  after,  as  he  waslit* 
ting  at  work  in  his.  íhop,  he  wasaccofted  b y 
a  gentleman  who  toldhim  he  was  owner  of 
the  vefíel  which  Ivad  been  wrecked  upon- 
the  coaft,  and  that  he  was  come  to  know 
what  recompence  he  couldmake  him  for  fo 
generouíly  exerting  himfelf  to  fave  his  pro- 
perty  ?  Trueman  aífured  the  gentleman 
that  hewiíhed  for  no  other  recompence 
than  what  hehad  etijoyed,  viz.  the  fatis- 
fatfíion  of  performing  his  duty,  “  what 
I  did,  Sir,”  faid  he,  “  was  no  more  than 
what  I  íhould  have*  thought  it  the  duty  of 
another  to  do  by  me,  if  the  veífel  had  been 

mine. 
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mine,  andíuch  a  miíhap  had  happened  tp 
her.”  The  gentleman  admtred  the  mode* 
ration  as  much  as  the  honefty  of  Trueman, 
and  earnertly  preíléd  hjm  to  accept  his 
purfe,  which  contained  upwards  of  50I. 
hut  this  he  abfpl.utely  réfufed  ;  but  feeing 
he  íhould  oíTend  by  wholly  rejeéling  the  of. 
fer,  he  coníented  ,to  accept  tén  giwneas,  and 
the  gentlemain  prefented  five  toeachofhis 
fons.  Honeft  Trueman’s  good  fortunedid 
not  end  here;  the  gent|eman  had  numer- 
roijs connetfUons  in  thecounty  .where  Trué-. 
man  lived,  to  all  of  whom  he  recominencfed 
hím,  by  relating  the  circumílances  that  had 
brought  him  to  his  knowlecfge ;  thofe  who 
xvere  not  .ertgaged  readil^  empJoyed  him,. 
and  finding  him  a  g«bd  workman,  recomr 
mended  him  to  others' ;  cuftomers  daily  re- 
íbrted  to  his  íhop ;  his  buíinefs  encreafed, 
and  in  a  few  years  he  became  one  of  the 
moft  weal;hy  tradefmen  in  the  cojunty,  pre- 
ferving  inJiis  profperity,  that  hqtiefty,  íim- 
plicitv,  and  moderation  which  had  been  the 
foundution  of  hia  fuccefs.  As  to  Richard 
Sparkes  when  he  wás  r eleafed  from  prifon, 
he  purfued  his  o!d  courfes ;  wholly  without 
principle  or  religion,  he  could  not  be  other- 
wife  than  miferable ;  he  wen.t  on  wit;h  the 
old  bufinefs  of  ewreckingy  and  íbmetimes  by 
his  cunning  eludqd  the  vigiiance  of  ,the  ma- 
giftrates,  but  his  gains  in  the  end  did  not 
make  him.  r íchet ,  and  fome  years  after,  as 
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he  wás  carried  to  the  work-hóuíe  in  theiáft 
ftage  of  a  cónfumption,  brought  pn  by  his 
intempera'nce,  he  was  beard  to  cónfefsin  a 
faint  voice,  ás  he  paíled  íhe  door  of  his  oid 
neighbour,  Troeman,  that  even  in  ouf con- 
cerns  with  this  world,  **  hottefty  is  the 
hfi  poHcy”.  -y.  ‘ 
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The  Execution  of  Wilb  RoiE**t« 

Being  a  JP’arriing  ta  aJl  Pa  'rents. 

*  '  .  *  -  *  .  .■ 

WILD  ROBERT  was  a  gracelefsToutb, 
And  bold  in  every  tih  ; 

In  early  fife  with  petty  thefts 
His'CÓtirfe  he  did  begin. 

But  thofe  wWo  deal  in  leflér  íihs 
;In  great  WiII  fóbn  ofFend ; 

And  petty  thefts,  not  check’d  betimes, 

In  murdér  fpdn  may  end. 

And  nów,  like  any  beajft  óf  préy, 

.  Wild  Róbert  íhrunk  from  view, 
when  at  eve  on  Bagíhot  heath 
*íe  met  his  hárden’d  crew. 

With  thls  fierce  crew  Wild  Robert  thére 
On  plunder  fet  his  mind ; 
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And  watcli’d  and  prowl’d  the  live-long  night 
To  rob  and  ílay  mankind.  ^ 

But  God,  whofe  vengeance  never  fleeps, 
Tho’  he  delays  the  blow, 

'Gan  in  a  fingle  moment  lay 
The  profperous  villain  low. 

Gne  night,  a  fatal  night  indeed ! 

Within  a  neighb’ring  wood, 

A  harmlefs  paffenger  he  robb’d, 

Anci  dy’d  his  hands  in  blooíj. 

Thedireful  d  ed  perform’d,  he  went 
To  íhew  his  gplden  fpoils, 

When  vengeful  Juftice,  unawares, 
Sprpris’d  him  in  her  toils. 

Wild  Robert  feiz’d,  at  once  was  known, 
(No  crape  hid  his  face)  . 

Iihprifon’d,  tried,  condemn’d  to  die ! 

Soon  run  was  Robert’s  race! 

Since  íhort  the  time  the  laws  allow 
To  murderers  doom’d  to  die, 

How  earneft  íhould  the  fuppliant  wretch 
To  heaven  for  mercy  cry !  * 

But  he,  alas!  no  mercy  fought, 

Tho*  fummon’d  to  his  fate ; 

The  Cart  drew  near  the  Gallows  Trée,, 
Where  throng’d  fpe&ators  wait. 

Slow  as  he  paft  no  pious  tengue 
Pour’d  forth  a  pitying  pray’r  ;  v 

Abhorrence  all  who  faw  him  félt, 

He,  horror  and  defpair. 

* '  An 
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Aná  noW  the  difmal  death-Bell  te!?d, 

The  fatal  chord  was  hung, 

While  fudden,  deep,.  and  dreadful  fhrieks, 
Burft  forth  atnid  the  throng. 

Hark !  ’tis  his  móther’s  voice  he  hears !  . 
Deep  horror  fhakes  his  frame ; 

’Tis  rage  and  fury  fiH  his  breaft,  .  i 

Not  pity,  l^ve,  ,or  íhame.  • 

**  One  moment  hold!”  the  fnother  *éries, 

**  His  life  one  móment  fpare, 

“  One  kiís,  my  miferable  child, 

“  My  Robert,  once  fo  dear !”  , 

Hence/cruel  mother,  hence,  he  faid, 

Oh!  deaf  to  nature’s  cry ; 

;Y our’s  is  the  fault  I  liv’d  abhorr’d 
And  nnlamented  die. 

You  gave  me  life,  but  with  it  gave 
Wnát  made  that  life  a  curfe ; 

My  fins  uncurb’d,  my  otind  untaught, 

Soon  grew  from  bad  to  worfe. 

i  thought  that  if  I  fcap’d  the  ftroke 
Of  man’s  avenging  rod, 

All  would  be  well,  and  1  might  mock 
The  WngefuI  pow’r  of  Goo. 

My  hands  no  honeft  trade  were  taught, 

My  tongíte  no  pious  prav’r  ; 

Hncheck’d  I  leárnt  to  break  the  laws, 

To  pilfer*  íie,  and  fwear. 

The 
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The  Sabbath  bell,  that  toll’d  to  churcb, 
To  me  unheeded  rtmg ; 

God’s  holy  name  arfd  word  í  curs’d 
With  my  blafphepiing  tongue. 

Ko  mercy  now  your  ruin’d  child 
Of  heav’n  can  dare  implóre, 

I  mock’d  at  grace,  and  iiów  I  feár 
My  day  of  gfáce  is  o*er.  r . . 

Blame  not  thelaw  which  dóoms  yótír  Íon, 
Compar’d  with  you  ’fis  mild  ;  J 

’Tis  you  have  fcntenc’d  me  to  death,  ' 
To  hell  have  doom’d  your  child. 

He  fpoke,  and  fixing  faft  the  chord, 
Refign’d  his  gtíilty  breáth  j 

Hown  at  his  feet  his  móther  fell, 

By  confcience  ílruck  with  death. 

Ye  parents,  taught  by  this  fad  talp, 

Avoid  the  path  íhe  trtid  ; 

And  teach  your  fons  in  early  yeafs 
The  fear  and  love*of  Gotí. 

* .  •  '•  ,  :  ..  . .  .  .  ‘  .  ..r  f 

So  íhall  their  days  tho’  doom’d  to  toii, 
With  peace  and  hope  be  bleft ; 

And  heav’n,  when  Iife’s  íhort  taíc  is  o’er, 
Receive  théir  foufs  to  reft. 


